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Detailed Activity Report 

TECH TROVE HACKATHON 

Exploring Innovations, Crafting Paths for Sustainable Entrepreneurship 

Organized under PM-USHA Scheme by Start Up and Entrepreneurship Development Cell 

and Career Katta 

Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati 

 
 

Introduction and Background of the Activity 

In the twenty-first century knowledge economy, higher education institutions are expected to move 

beyond conventional teaching-learning practices and emerge as centres of innovation, creativity 

and entrepreneurship. The rapidly changing technological landscape demands students who are 

not only academically competent but are also capable of identifying societal problems, developing 

innovative solutions and transforming their ideas into sustainable enterprises. 

The National Education Policy (NEP-2020) has strongly emphasized the development of 

innovation culture, skill-based education and entrepreneurial abilities among students. In 

alignment with this national vision and the mission of creating self-reliant youth, Shri Shivaji 

Science College, Amravati has initiated several student-centric activities aimed at nurturing 

scientific temperament, problem-solving abilities and entrepreneurial thinking. 

With this perspective, the Start Up and Entrepreneurship Development Cell of Shri Shivaji 

Science College, Amravati, under the Prime Minister Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (PM-

USHA) scheme, in association with Career Katta, organized “Tech Trove Hackathon – 

Exploring Innovations, Crafting Paths for Sustainable Entrepreneurship” on 28th March 

2025. 

The programme was specially designed for undergraduate students, postgraduate students and 

research scholars to provide them with an opportunity to explore their innovative potential and 

transform their ideas into practical business models. The central objective of this initiative was to 

inspire students to become employment generators rather than merely employment seekers. 

 

Concept and Vision Behind Tech Trove Hackathon 

The Tech Trove Hackathon was conceptualized as a complete journey from innovation to 

entrepreneurship. Many students possess creative ideas and scientific knowledge; however, due to 

the lack of proper guidance, financial support and entrepreneurial exposure, these ideas often 

remain limited to classroom discussions or laboratory experiments. 
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Considering this gap, Shri Shivaji Science College created a structured platform where students 

could bring their innovative ideas, receive expert guidance, understand the fundamentals of 

business development, refine their concepts and present their startup models before industry 

experts. 

The hackathon focused on transforming the academic environment into an entrepreneurial 

ecosystem by following the pathway: 

Identification of Problem → Innovative Idea Generation → Business Model Development → 

Expert Mentoring → Startup Pitching → Funding Support → Incubation 

The programme encouraged students to connect their scientific knowledge with real-world 

challenges and develop economically sustainable solutions. 

 

Inaugural Ceremony 

The inaugural ceremony of the Tech Trove Hackathon was conducted at the prestigious Sir C. V. 

Raman Auditorium of Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati. The programme witnessed 

enthusiastic participation from students, researchers, faculty members and invited experts from the 

innovation ecosystem. 

The inaugural session was graced by Dr. Swati Sherekar, Director, SGBAU Research and 

Incubation Foundation (Section-8 Company), Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, 

Amravati, as the chief guest and keynote speaker. 

During her keynote address on “Startup India Initiative: Incorporation and DPIIT 

Recognition of Startups,” Dr. Swati Sherekar provided valuable insights into the startup 

ecosystem of India. She explained the importance of innovation-based entrepreneurship and 

guided students regarding various stages involved in establishing a startup. 

She elaborated on the process of converting innovative ideas into recognized startups, preparation 

of startup proposals, registration procedures, DPIIT recognition, government support systems and 

various opportunities available for young entrepreneurs. Her session helped students understand 

that entrepreneurship requires a systematic approach involving creativity, planning, execution and 

continuous improvement. 

 

Address on the Objectives and Institutional Vision 

At the beginning of the programme, Dr. D. D. Khedkar, Coordinator of the Start Up and 

Entrepreneurship Development Cell, explained the objectives and vision behind organizing the 

Tech Trove Hackathon. 

He emphasized that modern education must encourage students to apply their knowledge beyond 

examinations and classrooms. He highlighted that every scientific observation, research idea or 
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technological concept has the potential to become an innovative enterprise if provided with the 

right ecosystem. 

He explained that Shri Shivaji Science College is committed to developing a culture where 

students can dream, innovate, experiment and establish their own ventures. Through this initiative, 

the college aimed to provide not only motivation but also practical support in the form of 

mentorship, infrastructure and financial assistance. 

He stated that the ultimate goal of the programme was to create confident young entrepreneurs 

capable of contributing to society through innovation and employment generation. 

 

Role of PM-USHA in Promoting Student Entrepreneurship 

Dr. P. R. Padole, Coordinator of PM-USHA Project, highlighted the role of the PM-USHA 

scheme in strengthening institutional capacity for innovation and entrepreneurship. 

He explained that PM-USHA has provided a significant opportunity for developing academic 

infrastructure, innovation facilities and student-support mechanisms. Through the collaborative 

efforts of PM-USHA Scheme, Start Up and Entrepreneurship Development Cell and Career Katta, 

financial assistance was planned to encourage promising student startups. 

He informed that an integrated support mechanism was created where selected students would 

receive funding assistance, technical facilities and expert mentorship for developing their business 

ideas into working models. 

 

Presidential Address 

The inaugural session was presided over by Dr. G. V. Korpe, Principal, Shri Shivaji Science 

College, Amravati. 

In his presidential address, Dr. Korpe emphasized the changing role of higher education 

institutions in the present era. He expressed that colleges should not remain only centres of 

knowledge transfer but should become platforms for innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship. 

He encouraged students to develop confidence in their own ideas and stated that the future belongs 

to those who create solutions. He motivated students with the message that they should aim to 

become “job providers instead of job seekers.” 

He assured that Shri Shivaji Science College would continuously support students through 

laboratory facilities, research infrastructure, expert guidance and financial assistance to convert 

their startup dreams into reality. 
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Technical Session I 

Foundations of Business Development: 

The first technical session was conducted by Mr. Aryan Khedkar, Founder of Candela Power, 

United Kingdom and Deep Learning & Business Operations Lead, Lowlup Ltd., London. 

Through an interactive virtual session, Mr. Aryan Khedkar shared his experiences from the 

international startup ecosystem and explained the fundamental principles required for building 

successful businesses. 

He guided students on how entrepreneurs identify important problems and create valuable 

solutions. He explained that successful startups are not merely based on ideas but depend upon 

understanding customer needs, developing products, testing solutions and continuously improving 

them. 

The session covered important aspects such as startup mindset, market research, minimum viable 

product development, preparation of effective pitch presentations, approaching investors and 

converting technical knowledge into commercial opportunities. 

The interaction provided students with global exposure and helped them understand the practical 

realities of entrepreneurship. 
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Technical Session II 

Idea to Entrepreneurship Development 

After gaining theoretical and practical insights from expert sessions, students participated in a 

hands-on idea development activity. 

During this phase, student teams worked intensively on transforming their initial concepts into 

structured startup proposals. They analyzed the problems they intended to solve, identified target 

users, studied feasibility, prepared business strategies and developed presentation models. 

Faculty mentors Dr. Rupali Ingole and Dr. Kavita Watane guided participants throughout this 

process. They helped students refine their concepts, improve clarity of presentation and understand 

the practical requirements of developing a successful enterprise. 

This session played an important role in transforming raw ideas into professionally presented 

startup concepts. 

 

Startup Pitching Competition 

The pitching competition was the most significant component of the Tech Trove Hackathon. A 

total of 18 student startup teams participated and presented their innovative ideas before expert 

evaluators. 

The competition provided students a real entrepreneurial experience similar to professional startup 

pitching platforms. Students presented their ideas, explained their business models, discussed 

implementation strategies and answered questions raised by experts. 

The evaluation focused on originality of the concept, innovation potential, scientific approach, 

market relevance, sustainability, financial feasibility and presentation quality. 

The expert evaluation panel consisted of: Dr. Girish Hatanapure, Director – Research and 

Development and Global CRO, Olympus Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. And Mr. Ashwin Bhosale, 

Founder, Vinspage Envoy OPC Pvt. Ltd. 

Their valuable suggestions helped participants understand industry expectations and improve their 

entrepreneurial approach. 



Activity Report: TECH TROVE HACKATHON 8 | P a g e  

 

 

Award Distribution and Startup Funding Support 

The valedictory and award distribution ceremony recognized outstanding student innovators who 

demonstrated strong entrepreneurial potential. 

The ceremony was graced by Dr. Ajay Lad, Director, Innovation, Incubation and Linkages, 

Sant Gadge Baba Amravati University, and Mrs. Pranjali Baraskar, Assistant 

Commissioner, District Skill Development, Employment and Entrepreneurship Guidance 

Centre, Amravati. 

The guests appreciated the innovative efforts of students and highlighted the importance of 

entrepreneurship in creating future career opportunities. 

Selected startup teams were provided financial support under the PM-USHA Project along with 

institutional incubation facilities. 
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Selected Startup Projects 

Six innovative ideas were selected for further development and support. 

The startup idea “Tech-Driven Indigenous Gavran Poultry Farming: A Sustainable Agri-

Tech Innovation” by Kapil Kanteshwar Daiwat focused on integrating technology with 

traditional poultry farming practices. The project aimed at improving productivity and 

sustainability in rural entrepreneurship. The team received financial support of ₹16,000. 

 

The project “Green Harvest Beauty: Nature Beauty Naturally” developed by Samruddhi 

Sonone, Tanaya Thakare and Abhay Bhale focused on natural cosmetic products by utilizing 

eco-friendly resources. The project promoted sustainable and nature-based entrepreneurship and 

received funding support of ₹16,000. 

 

The innovative technology project “Aynna – An Automated Artificial Intelligence System” 

presented by Nachiket Yawale and Parth Tiwari demonstrated the potential application of 

artificial intelligence-based solutions. Considering its technological innovation, the project 

received financial assistance of ₹17,000. 
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The project “GIS Mapping Services Startup” developed by Nandini Durge and team proposed 

the application of geospatial technology for mapping-based services. The project received funding 

support of ₹17,000. 

 

The project “Smart Fertiliser Detector” by Yash Shinde and team focused on developing 

technology-based solutions for agriculture and received financial assistance of ₹17,000. 

The startup idea “Mushroom Product Development” by Khushi Rajendra Gupta focused on 

value-added mushroom-based products and received funding assistance of ₹16,000. 

 

Incubation and Future Support 

The selected student entrepreneurs will receive continuous support from Shri Shivaji Science 

College for transforming their ideas into sustainable ventures. 

The college will provide access to laboratories, instrumentation facilities, workspace, academic 

expertise and professional mentorship. Students will be guided regarding product development, 

improvement, testing, marketing strategies and business expansion. 

This initiative establishes a long-term incubation mechanism where innovation can continuously 

grow within the institution. 
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Outcome and Impact of the Activity 

The Tech Trove Hackathon successfully created an entrepreneurial atmosphere among students. 

The programme provided a unique opportunity for young innovators to think creatively, solve 

practical problems and understand the process of establishing startups. 

The activity resulted in the development of multiple student-led startup ideas and strengthened the 

innovation ecosystem of Shri Shivaji Science College. 

The initiative directly contributed towards the goals of NEP-2020, Startup India, Skill India and 

Atmanirbhar Bharat by developing entrepreneurship skills among students. 

 

Conclusion 

The Tech Trove Hackathon 2025 was a landmark initiative demonstrating the commitment of 

Shri Shivaji Science College, Amravati towards innovation-driven education. 

The activity successfully created a bridge between academic knowledge and entrepreneurial 

application. By providing a complete ecosystem consisting of expert guidance, infrastructure 

support, financial assistance and continuous mentorship, the college empowered students to 

convert their dreams into sustainable enterprises. 

The programme marked an important step towards creating a generation of confident innovators 

and entrepreneurs who will contribute meaningfully to science, society and the economy. 

 



Activity Report: TECH TROVE HACKATHON 12 | P a g e  



Activity Report: TECH TROVE HACKATHON 13 | P a g e  

 



Activity Report: TECH TROVE HACKATHON 14 | P a g e  

 



Activity Report: TECH TROVE HACKATHON 15 | P a g e  

 



Activity Report: TECH TROVE HACKATHON 16 | P a g e  

 



Activity Report: TECH TROVE HACKATHON 17 | P a g e  

 

 



Activity Report: TECH TROVE HACKATHON 18 | P a g e  

Activity in Media 
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